
Table 119 Escaping the housing benefit poverty trap: gross weekly earnings levels at which housing benefit entitlement ceases
£ per week

Rent levels

Household type Housing benefit Earnings Child benefit

allowances disregards disregards £50 £60 £70 £80 £90 £100 £110 £120

Single person over 25 67.50 5.00 –   114.55 139.28 190.56 241.85 272.36 294.66 316.96 339.25

Couple over 18 102.75 10.00 –   117.40 138.95 187.28 238.56 289.84 341.12 369.73 392.03

Lone parent + 1 child under 19 152.03 25.00 20.30 122.23 152.10 203.38 254.66 306.94 357.23 408.51 459.79

Lone parent + 2 children under 19 214.36 25.00 33.70 145.25 196.53 247.81 299.09 350.38 401.66 452.94 504.23

Couple + 1 child under 19 185.68 10.00 20.30 162.98 214.26 265.54 316.83 368.11 419.40 470.68 497.07

Couple + 2 children under 19 248.01 10.00 33.70 207.41 258.70 309.98 361.27 412.55 463.83 515.11 566.39

Couple + 3 children under 19 310.34 10.00 47.10 264.63 315.92 367.20 418.49 469.77 521.05 572.33 623.61

Couple + 4 children under 19 372.67 10.00 60.50 309.07 360.35 411.64 462.92 514.20 565.48 616.76 668.05

Notes: All figures based on standard income support and housing benefit rates as they apply from April 2011. Figures are for cases without child care costs eligible for assistance under the tax credit scheme. The housing benefit
allowances and earnings disregards are set against net earnings (and tax credits). For consistency, all figures assume an adult working 30 or more hours per week, although in some cases this implies hourly earnings below the level
of the minimum wage at April 2011 (£5.93 per hour). The cases based on an adult working for 30 hours or more per week at sub-minimum wage rates are shown in italics. 


