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Table 86 Rents and earnings in Scotland

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

£ per week

Local authorities:

Subsidy assumption 15.85 17.45 18.93 2130 2397 2636 30.32 34.86 37.48 38.60 39.38 40.56 41.77 42.61 43.67 44.77
Average rent 7.67 9.01 986 1047 11,53 1299 1459 16.29 18.85 20.91 23.13 24.64 2637 27.71 2864 3111 33.60 3536 36.43 37.94 39.30 40.94

Housing associations:
Fair rents 9.38 13.63 1473 16.88 18.79 16.94 20.56 22.73 23.37 26.37 2435 26.69 28.60 31.78 3435 36.38 37.15 39.40 40.01 43.00 45.52 47.12
Assured rents 25.72 2892 3040 3296 33.92 3589 37.68 39.51 41.08 4146 46.27 48.81 50.69

Private tenants:
Fair rents 8.06 10.17 12.15 1254 1517 16.29 17.44 19.85 2135 23.53 25.76 29.60 29.18 - - 3567 37.57 4087 41.70 42.49 - -
Housing benefit rents 55.29 57.84 59.88 62.10 64.18 - -

Average male earnings  124.8 1369 145.8 156.2 1642 173.0 179.7 1949 2099 2317 251.1 270.6 269.7 269.5 284.5 290.9 3033 322.6 328.6 3354 349.1 356.1

Rent as a % earnings:

Local authority rents 6.1 6.6 6.8 6.7 7.0 7.5 8.1 8.4 9.0 9.0 9.2 9.1 98 103 10.1 107 1141 110 111 113 113 115
H.A. fair rents 75 100 10.1 108 114 98 114 17 1M1 14 9.7 99 106 11.8 121 125 122 122 122 128 13.0 132
H.A. assured rents 1.1 1.5 1.2 12.2 12.6 12.6 13.0 13.0 12.7 12.6 13.8 140 142
Private fair rents 6.5 7.4 8.3 8.0 9.2 9.4 97 102 102 102 103 109 108 - - 123 124 127 127 127 - -
Private benefit rents 19.0 1941 186 189 191 - -

Sources: Housing and Construction Statistics, Regional Trends, New Earnings Surveys, Scottish Executive, Communities Scotland, Joint Centre for Scottish Housing Research.

Notes: Local authority rents are for the April of each year; rent levels assumed in subsidy calculations refer to the financial year. The housing association assured and fair rent figures from 1990 onwards are derived from the SCORE
database and are mean rents inclusive of service charges eligible for housing benefit. They are not, however, entirely comparable with the housing association fair rent figures derived from Housing and Construction Statistics for
earlier years. The figures for 2002 relate to the first nine months only; from October 2002 Scottish Secured Tenancies replaced both Fair Rent and Assured, the average of which, from October to December, was £50.30. Earnings
figures are average male manual earnings for Scotland. Scottish rent officer statistics for private sector fair rents, and the ‘appropriate’ rents in housing benefit cases, were not collated for 1994 or 1995. The private fair rents
figures for the years to 1993 are for unfurnished lettings only. The fair and market rent figures from 1996 are for all lettings. Private tenancy rents were not available for 2001 and 2002 at the time of compilation.



