
Table 4 Measures of employment and unemployment in the UK
Thousands

1979 1984 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Employees 23,092 20,942 22,710 21,787 24,581 24,974 25,210 25,310 25,641 25,043 25,019 25,247 25,180 25,454 25,831 26,316

+ Self-employed 1,833 2,688 3,531 3,559 3,253 3,617 3,711 3,803 3,859 3,843 3,949 4,008 4,224 4,201 4,608 4,512

+ Training programmes – 318 471 283 147 112 94 111 110 104 133 96 147 165 127 104

+ Unpaid family workers – – – 142 112 99 91 98 111 98 90 96 112 115 115 102

= Total in employment 24,925 23,974 26,717 25,771 28,093 28,802 29,106 29,322 29,721 29,088 29,191 29,447 29,663 29,935 30,681 31,034

of which

Full-time – – – 19,445 20,523 21,469 21,745 21,902 22,189 21,479 21,301 21,476 21,521 21,786 22,413 22,764

Part-time – – – 6,325 6,945 7,333 7,360 7,420 7,533 7,609 7,891 7,971 8,142 81,469 8,268 8,270

Workers with second jobs – – – 1,280 1,165 1,078 1,078 1,048 1,107 1,130 1,126 1,136 1,136 1,124 1,210 1,195

+ ILO unemployed 1,528 3,209 1,959 2,445 1,588 1,427 1,670 1,640 1,666 2,427 2,468 2,522 2,562 2,501 2,047 1,829

= Total economically active 26,453 27,183 28,676 28,215 28,601 29,652 30,158 30,336 30,694 30,788 30,835 31,080 31,279 31,411 31,626 31,723

Economically inactive 8,327 8,657 7,877 8,717 8,670 9,068 8,950 9,162 9,126 9,247 9,446 9,457 9,223 9,129 8,992 8,990

Claimant unemployed 1,070 2,860 1,574 2,307 1,104 853 951 870 819 1,544 1,497 1,502 1,586 1,486 1,081 798

Sources: Economic & Labour Market Review, Labour Force Survey Historical Supplement, Labour Market Statistics, Office for National Statistics.
Notes: Claimant unemployment figures are seasonally adjusted for the second quarter of the year. This series relates only to claimants aged 18+, and is based on the current definition of claimant unemployment. All other figures are

from the Labour Force Survey for all those aged 16 and over; except the economically inactive which are those aged 16 to 64. For the years to 1990 they are for the April of the year; from 1995 they are for the second quarter of
the year and are seasonally adjusted. The LFS definitions of unemployment and inactivity apply for 1979. Thereafter the ILO definition (based on a four-week instead of a one-week job search period) applies.


