
Table 112 Housing benefits expenditure and plans for Great Britain
£ million

1986/87 1990/91 1995/96 2000/01 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21
outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn outturn estimate forecast forecast forecast forecast forecast

Rent rebates
England 1,950 2,711 4,537 4,287 4,419 4,505 4,581 4,510 4,584 4,509 4,683 4,951 5,047 5,088 5,071 4,949 4,932 4,869 4,830 4,930

+ Scotland 263 404 564 701 562 576 574 592 635 664 674 690 672 672 678 674 695 714 737 785
+ Wales 134 168 261 270 282 289 299 266 251 233 221 229 230 230 230 228 235 239 245 260
+ New towns 72 86 68 – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

= Total rent rebates 2,419 3,368 5,430 5,258 5,263 5,370 5,454 5,368 5,470 5,405 5,578 5,870 5,949 5,989 5,979 5,851 5,862 5,822 5,812 5,975

Rent allowances
Housing association – – 1,640 3,053 4,950 5,195 5,580 6,112 6,947 7,350 8,026 8,750 8,931 9,222 9,182 9,012 8,684 8,467 8,239 8,298

+ Private tenants – – 3,804 2,851 3,716 4,276 4,698 5,624 7,572 8,672 9,216 9,272 9,296 9,101 9,065 9,169 9,066 9,064 8,977 9,015

= Total rent allowances 996 1,779 5,445 5,904 8,666 9,471 10,278 11,735 14,520 16,022 17,243 18,022 18,228 18,323 18,247 18,182 17,750 17,531 17,216 17,314

+ Support for mortgage interest1 351 539 1,016 521 381 392 437 427 563 517 374 357 319 291 280 278 266 – – –

= Total housing benefits (A) 3,766 5,686 11,891 11,683 14,309 15,233 16,169 17,530 20,552 21,944 23,194 24,249 24,496 24,603 24,505 24,311 23,878 23,353 23,028 23,288

+ Rate rebate, community charge
and council tax benefit 1,635 2,115 2,189 2,575 3,774 3,941 4,027 4,234 4,698 4,925 4,918 4,915 – – – – – – – –

= Total housing & related benefits 5,401 7,801 14,080 14,258 18,083 19,174 20,195 21,764 25,250 26,869 28,112 29,165 24,496 24,603 24,505 24,311 23,878 23,353 23,028 23,288

Total all social security benefits 44,323 55,688 88,707 101,374 115,800 119,207 126,242 135,757 148,004 153,362 158,960 166,533 163,992 168,105 171,368 172,439 173,692 175,351 177,489 181,458

+ Personal tax credits 161 494 1,759 4,230 16,712 18,031 19,343 23,269 26,652 27,878 28,782 28,832 28,655 28,678 28,078 27,816 27,492 27,132 26,662 26,970 

= Total all benefits and personal 
tax credits (B) 44,484 56,182 90,466 105,604 132,512 137,238 145,585 159,026 174,656 181,240 187,743 195,365 192,647 196,783 199,446 200,255 201,185 202,482 204,151 208,428

All housing benefits as a percentage
of total benefits and tax credits (A/B) 8.5 10.1 13.1 11.1 10.8 11.1 11.1 11.0 11.8 12.1 12.4 12.4 12.7 12.5 12.3 12.1 11.9 11.5 11.3 11.2

Sources: Department for Work and Pensions Departmental Report 2002, Cm 5424, and earlier equivalent volumes, Benefit Expenditure Tables, DWP website, Public Expenditure Analyses 2012 and HMRC Annual Reports for Personal Tax Credits.
Notes:  Personal tax credits comprise working families tax credit and disabled persons tax credits, and predecessor equivalents. They do not include child allowances that form part of JSA or income support.

From April 2013 funding and responsibility for council tax benefit was transferred to the Department for Communities and Local Government, and the Scottish and Welsh Governments.
1. Support for mortgage interest includes support under the income support, jobseeker’s allowance, pension credit and employment support allowance schemes. The figures here are therefore higher than those shown in Tables 108-
110, as they only relate to the first three of those schemes.


