
Table 117 Escaping the housing benefit poverty trap: gross weekly earnings levels at which housing benefit entitlement ceases in 2015/16
£ per week

Rent levels

Household type Housing benefit Earnings Child benefit

allowances disregards disregards £60 £70 £80 £90 £100 £110 £120 £130 £140

Single person over 25 73.10 5.00 –  142.19 171.65 205.18 256.47 279.09 301.72 324.24 346.96 369.59

Couple over 18 114.85 10.00 – 155.00 186.40 227.79 280.84 333.89 370.47 393.09 415.71 438.34

Lone parent + 1 child under 19 162.20 25.00 20.70 153.68 186.07 230.29 287.27 344.25 401.17 458.15 507.41 530.03

Lone parent + 2 children under 19 237.10 25.00 34.40 182.23 223.60 280.58 337.56 394.48 451.46 508.44 565.42 622.40

Couple + 1 child under 19 199.20 10.00 20.70 200.15 254.79 311.77 368.69 425.67 482.65 517.13 539.76 562.38

Couple + 2 children under 19 266.10 10.00 34.40 248.10 305.08 362.00 418.98 475.96 532.94 589.92 638.14 660.77

Couple + 3 children under 19 333.00 10.00 48.10 298.40 355.32 412.30 469.28 526.26 583.24 640.22 697.20 754.18

Couple + 4 children under 19 399.90 10.00 61.80 348.64 405.62 462.60 519.58 576.56 633.54 690.52 747.50 804.48

Notes: All figures based on standard income support and housing benefit rates as they apply from April 2014. Figures are for cases without child care costs eligible for assistance under the tax credit scheme. The housing benefit
allowances and earnings disregards are set against net earnings (and tax credits). For consistency, all figures assume an adult working 30 or more hours per week, although in some cases this implies hourly earnings below the level
of the minimum wage at October 2015 (£6.70 per hour).  
The cases based on an adult working for 30 hours or more per week at sub-minimum wage rates are shown in italics. 


