
Table 3a Household disposable income, consumer spending and savings

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

£ billion

Gross household disposable income1 35.3 77.0 170.6 268.8 429.3 585.4 755.3 919.6 963.5 1,011.8 1,048.6 1,076.3 1,088.9 1,107.8 1,163.5 1,206.0 1,242.8 1,314.0 1,332.5 1,352.5

– Consumer spending2 33.1 70.4 152.9 248.1 401.7 527.0 703.2 873.1 911.7 952.9 984.0 959.2 983.2 1,012.7 1,052.3 1,098.0 1,142.4 1,178.9 1,235.2 1,285.6

= Savings 2.2 6.6 17.7 20.7 27.6 58.3 52.1 46.5 51.9 58.9 64.6 117.0 105.7 95.2 111.2 108.1 100.4 135.1 97.3 66.9

Savings ratio3 (%) 6.3 8.6 10.4 7.7 6.4 10.0 6.9 5.1 5.4 5.8 6.2 10.9 9.7 8.6 9.6 9.0 8.1 10.3 7.3 4.9

Composite Price Index 73.1 134.8 263.7 373.2 497.5 588.2 671.8 757.3 781.5 815.0 847.5 843.0 881.9 927.8 957.6 986.7 1,010.0 1,020.0 1,037.7 1,074.9

£ billion (2017 prices)

Gross household disposable income 519.0 614.0 695.3 774.2 927.6 1,069.7 1,208.6 1,305.3 1,325.3 1,334.5 1,330.0 1,372.3 1,327.2 1,283.5 1,306.0 1,313.8 1,322.6 1,384.7 1,380.3 1,352.5

– Consumer spending 486.1 561.4 623.1 714.5 867.8 963.1 1,125.2 1,239.2 1,254.0 1,256.7 1,248.1 1,223.1 1,198.4 1,173.2 1,181.2 1,196.1 1,215.8 1,242.4 1,279.5 1,285.6

= Savings 32.9 52.6 72.2 59.7 59.7 106.6 82.5 66.1 66.1 77.7 81.9 149.2 128.8 110.3 124.8 117.7 106.9 142.4 100.8 66.9

Increases over previous years:4

Household disposable income

% (Cash) – 23.6 24.3 11.5 11.9 7.3 5.8 4.4 4.8 5.0 3.6 2.6 1.2 1.7 5.0 3.7 3.0 5.7 1.4 1.5

% (Constant prices)5 – 3.7 2.6 2.3 4.0 3.1 2.6 1.6 1.5 0.7 - 0.3 3.2 - 3.3 - 3.3 1.8 0.6 0.7 4.7 - 0.3 - 2.0

Consumer spending

% (Cash) – 22.6 23.4 12.5 12.4 6.2 6.7 4.8 4.4 4.5 3.3 - 2.5 2.5 3.0 5.0 3.7 3.0 5.7 1.5 1.5

% (Constant prices) – 3.1 2.2 2.9 4.3 2.2 3.4 2.0 1.2 0.2 - 0.7 - 2.0 - 2.0 - 2.1 5.0 3.7 3.0 5.7 1.4 1.4

Sources: ONS, UK National Accounts, UK Economic Accounts, and Inflation and price indices.

Notes: 1. Gross household disposable income (GDHI) is RPHQ  and is the amount of money that all of the individuals in the household sector have available for spending or saving after they have paid direct and indirect taxes and received

any direct benefits. The household sector includes all individuals, including people living in institutions and the self-employed but now excludes non-profit bodies such as charities. 

2. Households' final consumption expenditure is ABJQ. Both household consumption and GDHI figures for all years have been revised as part of the modified GDP methodology. 

3. The ‘savings ratio’ is the ratio of savings to household disposable income.

4. For the years to 2005 the increases are the average annual increase over the previous five years.

5. Constant prices calculated based on the Composite Price Index (January 1974 = 100).



Table 3b Gross disposable household income at constant prices

£ per head of population at 2016 prices

Country/Region 1997 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

North East 15,477 16,055 16,469 16,542 16,471 16,620 16,455 16,532 16,239 15,973 16,797 16,223 15,618 15,842 15,612 15,501 15,966 15,595

Yorkshire & The Humber 16,167 17,098 17,319 17,539 17,480 17,446 17,370 17,390 17,303 16,872 17,403 16,599 16,073 16,119 15,989 15,924 16,486 16,365

North West 16,364 17,207 17,480 17,721 17,709 17,729 17,743 17,741 17,634 17,268 17,987 17,234 16,565 16,671 16,583 16,500 17,089 16,761

West Midlands 16,468 17,354 17,694 17,860 17,719 17,728 17,517 17,562 17,262 17,050 17,540 16,826 16,245 16,263 16,220 16,257 16,915 16,766

East Midlands 16,501 17,175 17,552 17,732 17,863 17,924 17,889 17,880 18,052 17,600 17,996 17,107 16,614 16,749 16,655 16,618 17,282 17,042

East 19,042 20,025 20,547 20,811 20,546 20,498 20,620 20,577 20,470 20,367 21,046 20,045 19,257 19,482 19,476 19,448 20,376 20,275

London 22,022 24,333 24,746 24,760 24,901 25,329 26,032 26,499 27,052 26,820 26,802 25,477 24,107 25,025 25,523 25,772 27,342 27,151

South East 21,629 22,591 22,890 23,168 22,728 22,805 22,946 23,254 23,232 22,846 23,358 22,249 21,428 21,679 21,753 21,609 22,710 22,375

South West 18,664 19,257 19,604 19,646 19,505 19,539 19,716 20,082 19,871 19,764 20,029 19,347 18,738 18,702 18,702 18,728 19,411 19,077

England 18,502 19,583 19,943 20,116 20,007 20,094 20,219 20,385 20,385 20,109 20,580 19,668 18,911 19,167 19,218 19,221 20,111 19,878

Wales 15,776 16,503 16,840 17,091 17,173 17,263 17,184 17,181 16,909 16,919 17,009 16,411 15,909 15,979 15,697 15,634 16,001 15,835

Scotland 16,332 17,317 17,822 18,233 18,208 18,424 18,484 18,707 18,846 18,885 19,267 18,553 18,006 18,072 18,048 17,896 18,340 18,231

Northern Ireland 14,705 15,095 15,302 15,855 16,081 16,441 16,769 17,018 16,624 16,315 16,571 15,815 15,490 15,343 15,374 15,403 15,840 15,719

United Kingdom 18,070 19,108 19,475 19,685 19,603 19,709 19,824 19,989 19,977 19,741 20,180 19,305 18,593 18,813 18,841 18,831 19,648 19,432

Source: ONS Regional gross disposable household income.

Notes: 1. Gross disposable household income (GDHI) estimates relate to totals for all individuals within the household sector for a region and not to the average for each household. 

2. 2016 estimates are provisional.


