
Table 2.5.1 Timeline of homelessness measures in England, Wales and Scotland in response to the pandemic

FUNDING 

17th March: £3.2 million emergency funding to LAs to help people sleeping rough to self-isolate  

24th May: Government bring forward £161 million out of an (increased) £433 million four-year
budget to provide 6,000 supported housing units for ex-rough sleepers; 3,300 of them to be
available in next 12 months  

24th June: ‘Next Steps’ £105 million for interim accommodation announced (part of previously
announced £433 million)  

13th October: £10 million Cold Weather Fund for rough sleepers announced; £2 million allocated to
faith groups to enable them to make night shelters safer  

5th November: Government announce extra £15 million Protect Programme for areas with larger
numbers of rough sleepers 

25th November: Chancellor announces £151 million for LAs to spend on rough sleeping in 2021/22. 

20th March: Welsh Government committed £10 million for emergency accommodation for people
sleeping rough/in emergency shelters. The minister advised LAs to use alternative powers and
funding to assist those with NRPF. 

28th May: Welsh Government announces £20 million (revenue and capital) Phase 2 fund for councils
to ensure that people helped into emergency accommodation since start of the pandemic don’t
return to streets (only £10 million is new money) 

28th July: Welsh Government amends the value of the Phase 2 fund upwards to £50 million (this is
the total Welsh Government homelessness funding commitment between March and July) 

March: £1.5 million for third sector organisations to support people in emergency accommodation
in hotels  

20th May: additional £5 million for discretionary housing payments  

1st September: 2020/21 Programme for Government announces an additional £3 million for
discretionary housing payments and a £10 million Tenants’ Hardship Loan Fund 

16th November: £278,784 distributed to organisations supporting people with NRPF to prevent
destitution during Covid-19.

HOMELESSNESS POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

25th March: MHCLG issue guidance about hotels staying open for vulnerable people 

26th March: Letter from housing minister to LAs stating that they are to accommodate all rough
sleepers by ‘end of the week’ 

2nd May: Government taskforce on rough sleeping during pandemic announced, headed by Louise
Casey 

28th May: Letter from housing minister reminds LAs that they can only lawfully accommodate
those ineligible for welfare benefits following an individual assessment of risks to life 

29th June: updated Homelessness Code of Guidance advises LAs to respond sympathetically to
those vulnerable as a result of the pandemic 

20th August: Louise Casey resigns as Chair of Task Force 

13th October: MHCLG issue guidance on reopening night shelters. 

20th March: Welsh Government published a written statement on their COVID-19 Response –
Homelessness and Rough Sleeping. The minister accepted the latest Homelessness Action Group
recommendations in principle. 

28th April: Minister publishes guidance clarifying the Priority Need status of people sleeping rough.
For the duration of the pandemic, they should be considered ‘vulnerable’ and entitled to
accommodation 

15th May: Welsh Government published guidance on Self-isolating in a hostel, night shelter or
supported accommodation

3rd June: Welsh Government published Phase 2 guidance for LAs on continuing to support
homeless people during the coronavirus pandemic. 

14th July: Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group (HARSAG) report published on tackling
homelessness post Covid-19 

30th September: Unsuitable Accommodation Order extended to cover all homeless households in
temporary accommodation from 1st January 2021 (but with exemption till 31st January 2021 for
emergency use during Covid-19) 

8th October: Scottish Government updated the Ending Homelessness Together Action Plan,
accepting HARSAG’s new recommendations, committing to scaling up Housing First more rapidly,
increased social housing allocations to homeless people, and phasing out night shelters this winter. 
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