
Table 36a Adults in households by housing tenure and combined economic activity status of household members, UK

Thousands (of people aged 16-64)

Tenure 1996 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

All adults in households 

Working  households 18,223 21,284 20,422 20,151 20,250 19,988 20,263 20,885 21,362 21,914 22,309 22,634 23,038 22,659 22,251

Mixed households 12,530 13,592 14,173 14,622 14,825 15,372 15,256 15,217 14,916 14,862 14,680 14,496 14,354 14,815 14,953

Workless households 5,348 4,910 5,411 5,453 5,431 5,098 4,977 4,515 4,524 4,219 4,134 4,085 3,902 3,850 4,052

Total 36,102 39,786 40,006 40,226 40,506 40,459 40,496 40,617 40,801 40,995 41,122 41,216 41,294 41,325 41,255

All owners:

Working  households 15,020 16,383 15,562 15,042 14,719 14,452 14,423 14,697 14,719 15,027 15,393 15,589 16,008 15,665 15,369

Mixed households 9,368 9,606 10,002 10,199 10,277 10,316 10,085 9,805 9,413 9,246 9,295 9,330 8,975 9,496 9,725

Workless households 2,211 1,820 1,942 1,958 1,905 1,759 1,600 1,506 1,524 1,462 1,487 1,418 1,395 1,443 1,544

Total 26,599 27,809 27,506 27,199 26,900 26,527 26,109 26,008 25,656 25,736 26,175 26,337 26,378 26,603 26,637

All rented 

Working  households 3,203 4,901 4,860 5,109 5,532 5,536 5,840 6,188 6,642 6,887 6,916 7,045 7,031 6,995 6,882

Mixed households 3,163 3,986 4,171 4,423 4,549 5,057 5,171 5,412 5,503 5,616 5,384 5,167 5,379 5,319 5,228

Workless households 3,137 3,090 3,469 3,495 3,526 3,339 3,376 3,009 3,001 2,757 2,647 2,667 2,507 2,408 2,508

Total 9,503 11,977 12,499 13,027 13,606 13,932 14,387 14,609 15,146 15,260 14,948 14,878 14,916 14,721 14,618

All social rented 

Working  households 1,567 1,649 1,541 1,519 1,503 1,588 1,680 1,643 1,880 1,920 2,024 2,044 2,079 2,027 1,921

Mixed households 2,081 1,993 2,015 2,008 2,098 2,177 2,316 2,418 2,494 2,444 2,246 2,188 2,460 2,338 2,259

Workless households 2,317 2,109 2,222 2,227 2,256 2,080 2,060 1,916 1,889 1,750 1,677 1,755 1,657 1,616 1,702

Total 5,965 5,751 5,778 5,754 5,856 5,845 6,056 5,977 6,263 6,114 5,947 5,987 6,196 5,981 5,882

All private rented 

Working  households 1,637 3,251 3,319 3,591 4,029 3,948 4,160 4,545 4,762 4,967 4,892 5,001 4,952 4,968 4,961

Mixed households 1,082 1,993 2,155 2,415 2,451 2,879 2,855 2,994 3,009 3,172 3,138 2,979 2,919 2,981 2,969

Workless households 819 982 1,247 1,267 1,271 1,260 1,316 1,093 1,111 1,007 971 912 850 791 806

Total 3,538 6,226 6,721 7,273 7,751 8,087 8,332 8,632 8,882 9,145 9,000 8,891 8,721 8,740 8,736

Source: ONS Labour Force Survey - data tables for working and workless households in the UK.

Notes 1. Mixed households contain both working and non-working members.

2. In March 2020, the LFS switched from face-to-face to telephone-based interviewing due to the pandemic. 

3. New tenure weights have been applied from January 2020 as a short-term mitigation to deal with the effects of Covid-19 on under-reporting and sample bias. 



Table 36b Adults in households by housing tenure and combined economic activity status of household members, UK

Percentages (of people aged 16-64)

Tenure 1996 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

All adults in households 

Working  households 50 53 51 50 50 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 55 54

Mixed households 35 34 35 36 37 38 38 37 37 36 36 35 35 36 36

Workless households 15 12 14 14 13 13 12 11 11 10 10 10 9 9 10

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

All owners:

Working  households 56 59 57 55 55 54 55 57 57 58 59 59 61 59 58

Mixed households 35 35 36 37 38 39 39 38 37 36 36 35 34 36 37

Workless households 8 7 7 7 7 7 6 6 6 6 6 5 5 5 6

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

All rented 

Working  households 34 41 39 39 41 40 41 42 44 45 46 47 47 48 47

Mixed households 33 33 33 34 33 36 36 37 36 37 36 35 36 36 36

Workless households 33 26 28 27 26 24 23 21 20 18 18 18 17 16 17

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

All social rented 

Working  households 26 29 27 26 26 27 28 27 30 31 34 34 34 34 33

Mixed households 35 35 35 35 36 37 38 40 40 40 38 37 40 39 38

Workless households 39 37 38 39 39 36 34 32 30 29 28 29 27 27 29

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

All private rented 

Working  households 46 52 49 49 52 49 50 53 54 54 54 56 57 57 57

Mixed households 31 32 32 33 32 36 34 35 34 35 35 34 33 34 34

Workless households 23 16 19 17 16 16 16 13 13 11 11 10 10 9 9

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

Source and notes: see Table 36a. 


