
Table 111 Households in Great Britain in receipt of universal credit housing costs element, by country and region
Number of recipient households

Country/region 2016 2018 2020 2021 2022

revised revised revised revised provisional

Social Private Other or All Social Private Other or All Social Private Other or All Social Private Other or All Social Private Other or All

tenants tenants unknown tenures tenants tenants unknown tenures tenants tenants unknown tenures tenants tenants unknown tenures tenants tenants unknown tenures

North East 1,883 2,063 – 3,948 14,986 12,565 176 27,730 62,332 58,911 1,061 122,308 76,777 69,143 1,489 147,405 84,984 67,231 2,315 154,531

North West 19,025 18,740 – 37,761 48,342 43,857 540 92,738 139,254 159,514 3,732 302,507 169,934 191,408 5,131 366,473 187,768 187,553 7,316 382,634

Yorkshire & The Humber 2,353 3,526 – 5,874 18,996 21,121 264 40,380 91,788 106,708 2,312 200,799 115,193 129,536 3,478 248,204 128,977 125,721 5,498 260,202

East Midlands 1,662 1,979 – 3,642 10,170 8,948 173 19,295 69,010 77,993 2,673 149,676 88,111 97,703 3,669 189,480 100,053 95,515 4,517 200,081

West Midlands 3,777 3,226 – 7,000 22,129 14,667 384 37,180 109,612 99,428 2,898 211,934 137,298 123,517 4,166 264,980 154,392 121,971 5,519 281,878

East 1,797 2,334 – 4,137 17,145 16,204 451 33,800 89,263 97,814 3,460 190,541 111,539 121,179 4,779 237,500 125,665 116,058 5,773 247,491

London 5,853 4,925 88 10,867 42,252 28,178 1,004 71,431 155,237 230,299 6,314 391,852 193,558 322,792 9,013 525,365 208,369 302,763 10,918 522,052

South East 1,886 3,310 5 5,197 16,866 20,960 541 38,365 109,186 147,644 5,889 262,719 139,003 183,191 8,210 330,405 157,757 173,069 9,457 340,280

South West 1,880 3,510 – 5,395 20,965 21,962 627 43,551 78,086 104,189 3,866 186,138 95,688 121,850 4,985 222,522 106,495 111,611 5,994 224,103

England 40,115 43,612 95 83,828 211,857 188,463 4,157 404,481 903,765 1,082,504 32,202 2,018,472 1,127,095 1,360,317 44,913 2,532,328 1,254,455 1,301,493 57,304 2,613,248

Wales 1,501 2,093 – 3,593 9,974 8,492 131 18,595 53,858 52,422 959 107,233 67,668 62,841 1,330 131,834 77,593 61,310 1,857 140,757

Scotland 7,420 3,464 – 10,890 35,114 13,790 321 49,222 140,434 65,822 1,384 207,639 171,651 78,853 1,865 252,371 189,264 70,203 2,683 262,147

Great Britain 49,038 49,168 97 98,300 256,938 210,749 4,610 472,296 1,098,059 1,200,741 34,552 2,333,346 1,366,417 1,502,013 48,106 2,916,534 1,521,308 1,433,009 61,839 3,016,157

Source: DWP Stat-Xplore.
Notes: 1. Universal credit statistics are classed as experimental and are subject to revision. All figures are for May of each year. 

2. Figures are based on households in receipt of universal credit where entitlement to a housing element has been recorded. The average values of the UC housing element award have not yet been published.
3. The sharp rise in universal credit claimants in 2020 reflects the Covid pandemic and associated operational and policy changes. Caution should therefore be exercised in making comparisons with trends before the pandemic and
during it.


